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Two weekends ago, at all the Masses, I gave the annual 

financial report, reviewing the revenues and expenditures of 

the last fiscal year, and the budget for the current fiscal year. 

And by all accounts, and based upon the feedback I received 

after the Masses and the applause at four of them, we are all 

blessed to be part of a wonderful parish and I am blessed to be 

your pastor. However, I would be selling the report short if I 

called it a finance report, since it was really a stewardship 

report. On occasion, I’ve used the term “stewardship”: 

 in my homilies,  

 classes that I teach,  

 at parish council meeting, 

 finance council meetings, 

 school board meetings,  

 and with staff,  

as a way of making inroads in our parish and school regarding 

stewardship. But for many of us, the question remains, “What 

exactly is stewardship?” Well, this morning’s gospel of the 

leper giving thanks is a timely one, as it provides part of the 

answer. 
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 Stated simply, everything we have is God’s. It’s not yours. 

It’s God’s. 

 She’s not your wife. She’s the wife God gave you. 
 

 He is not your husband. He’s the husband God gave you. 
 

 They’re not your children. They are the children that God 
gave you. 
 

 It’s not your home. It’s the home God gave you. 
 

 It’s not your job. It’s the job God gave you. 
 

 It’s not your salary, your money. It’s the salary or money 
God gave you. 
 

 It’s not my parish. It’s the parish God gave me. 
 

 It’s not my priesthood. It’s the priesthood God gives me. 
 

 It’s not your ability to sing. It’s your ability to sing that God 
gave you. 
 

 It’s not your yada, yada, yada. It’s the yada, yada, yada 
that God gave you. 

 

It’s as if everything we have is on loan and it’s loaned to us by 

God. And I could just hear my Dad if he were listening to this 

homily. He’d be staring down at us kids. “You hear that? You 

kids are on loan, and you’re going back!” 
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 Stewardship is a spirituality that everything we have has 

been given to us by God. All creation is God’s gift. Each of us 

has been entrusted with gifts. God has given us time. God has 

given us talent. And God has given us treasure. And how well 

we’ve used or not used these gifts is our way of saying “thank 

you” to God. Someday, someday, we will be called to give an 

accounting of how we used our time, our talent and our 

treasure to advance His kingdom, as a way of saying “thank 

you” to God. 

 Time: In an article entitled, “If Your Kids Are Awake, 

They’re Probably Online,” Those ages 8 to 18 spend more than 

seven and a half hours a day using a smart phone, computer, 

television or other electronic device says the Kaiser Family 

Foundation. The average adult spends five and a half hours a 

day on line. Good stewardship of time? That depends what 

you’re doing on line. Working on line or killing time on line? 

How well we use the time God gave us is how well we thank 

God for His gift of time. One of the prayers I use before 

consultative body meetings, begins like this, “Lord, we gather 

together as stewards of this hour. This hour belongs to you, 

entrusted to us. Teach us to use this time prayerfully. May we 

return this hour to you with a fruitful account of our 
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stewardship.” Wow, that a prayer for one hour that God gave 

us, and how well we will use that one hour. 

 Talent: When I was on my leave of absence from the 

priesthood, the parable of the talents haunted me. Yes, I 

needed the time to clear my head and discern my vocation as 

a priest, but all the while, for four and a half years, I knew my 

real talent was being a priest. I remember, early in my leave as 

I was networking for a job, one of my interviewers asked me, 

“Dan, at what are you an expert?” I didn’t expect the question, 

but I thought to myself, “I’m a pretty good priest.” Am I a good 

steward of my talent? 

 Treasure: The summer before my 50
th
 birthday, I was in 

Stone Harbor with my classmate, Father John Grace. John and 

I were driving to dinner. He asked me how many miles I had on 

my car. I said 130,000. He said, “Me too.” He then asked me if 

I had enough money in the bank to buy another car. And I said, 

“No, I don’t.” He said, “Me neither. What’s your plan?” I said, “I 

tithe John. I give 10% of my income to the Church, back to St. 

Benedict.” So when I need another car, God will provide me 

with one. And a little over two months later, I totaled my car in 

front of the Chancery, but I had a 50
th
 birthday in between, and 
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I had enough to buy a simple Hyundai Accent, but that’s all I 

need. 

When it comes to wanting to be a good steward, a game 

changer for me was a short book I read, not even 100 pages, 

the pages are small, the type is big. It’s a quick read. It’s called 

The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson. Since I read this book 

years ago, it’s has become my spiritual motto. The motto is: 

Lord, give me more, so I can give you more. Give me the 

opportunity to do greater works for no other reason than to give 

you greater glory. And some might be thinking, holy shmoly, I 

can’t even make it to Mass because of the daily grind, being 

crushed by life’s “rush hour,” and you want me to ask for 

more? Yeah, well, life is messy. 

Yes, because you’ll find, as I have, that God helps you to 

be a better steward of your time: to get rid of the stuff on your 

schedule that doesn’t matter and replace it with what does 

matter. It’s my game changer and it works! Work is messy. 

Flipping through the pages of The Prayer of Jabez, I 

underlined sentences like: 

 The Jabez blessing focuses like a laser on our wanting for 
ourselves nothing more and nothing less than what God 
wants for us. 
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 Throwing ourselves entirely into the river of His will and 
power and purposes for us. 

 
 MT 7:7: “Ask,” promised Jesus, “and it will be given to you.” 
 
 JAMES 4:2: “You do not have because you do not ask.” 
 
 Ask God to enlarge your life so you can make a greater 

impact for him. 
 
 If you’re doing business God’s way, it’s not only right to ask 

for more, but He is wanting you to ask for more. Your 
business is the territory God has entrusted to you. 

 
 O God and King, please expand my opportunities and my 

impact in such a way that I touch more lives for Your glory. 
Let me do more for You! 

 
 God, please give me more ministry! 
 
 ZECH 4:6: “Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit, says 

the Lord of hosts.” 
 
 As your life transcends the ordinary and starts to encroach 

on new territory for God, guess whose turf you’re invading? 
Satan’s! 

 
 Our petition is for (grace) to protect us from Satan’s proven 

ability to make us come in second. 
 
 God favors those who ask. 
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The prayer of Jabez comes from the Bible, 1 Chronicles 4:9 to 

be exact: 

Jabez prayed, “Oh, that You, O Lord, would bless me indeed 
and enlarge my territory, that your hand would be with me, 
and that You would keep me from evil.”  

 

And God granted his prayer. 

Let’s be more intentional regarding stewardship. By that I 

mean, let’s adopt a spirituality of stewardship, that everything 

we have has been given to us by God. All creation is God’s 

gift. Each of us has been entrusted with gifts. God has given us 

time. God has given us talent. God has given us treasure. 

Someday, someday, we will be called to give an accounting of 

how we used our time, our talent and our treasure to advance 

His kingdom, as a way of saying “thank you” to God. 

 I’ll close with my homily with a simple challenge. 

Occasionally, not often, but occasionally, I’ll be asked how 

much time they should volunteer here at St. Mary of the Lakes 

or elsewhere, or how much they should give to the Church or 

to charity elsewhere. And I answer the amount of time you 

volunteer should reflect how grateful you are for all that God 

has given you: your spouse, your kids, your home, your health, 

your hobbies, your abilities. The amount of money you give to 
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the Church or to charity should reflect how grateful you are for 

all that God has given you. Because that’s what it means to be 

a good steward. 


